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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

r X Dear Colleagues and Friends,
i
~ Springtime is an amazing time of the year with incredible displays in nature that
AN herald new growth and new life. For the Department of Surgery it is also a time of
\\, - rebirth as we welcome the next generation of trainees. Every March,graduating
\ medical students and their future residency training programs complete a nationally

orchestrated match process that culminates in “Match Day” where all students across
the country learn of their next training destination. For our residency programs, it is
@ ~=E= the end of a very long application process that starts with the screening of hundreds
of applications, interviews with 45-90 applicants, and the creation of a rank preference list that is submitted
to the national match organization. In this month’s newsletter, we are happy to introduce the 2024
matriculants to our primary residency programs in general surgery, plastic surgery, and vascular surgery.
It is a truly extraordinary list of matriculants who will enrich our environment as they develop the skills to
make an outsized impact in their chosen fields.

In addition, we have the privilege of introducing our readership to the new Moores Cancer Center Director,
Dr. Diane Simeone. Dr. Simeone is a world-renowned surgeon-scientist whose portfolio of clinical and
research are focused on pancreatic cancer. A long-time faculty member at the University of Michigan,

Dr. comes to us from New York University where she has served as the Director of the NYU Pancreatic
Cancer Center and as Associate Director for Translational Research for their Perlmutter Cancer

Center. We are truly excited to have such an extraordinary addition to our cancer center leadership and to
the Department of Surgery. We are equally delighted to welcome Dr. Ted Welling also from NYU to our
faculty as a clinician-scientist who specializes in hepatobiliary and pancreatic malignancies. The
recruitment of both of these faculty reflect the incredibly rich environment in the Department, our
institution, and more broadly across our region.



We also want to take time in this month’s communication to congratulate UCSD faculty member and Chief
of the Division of Colorectal Surgery, Dr. Sonia Ramamoorthy on her election at President of the American
Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons. This is the largest medical society dedicated to colon and rectal
surgery. Her election is a testament to the impact that she has had in the field and on the recognition of
these efforts and UC San Diego by colleagues across the country. Congratulations, President
Ramamoorthy!

These features and more are ours to share with you, our supporters whose efforts are integral to making
tomorrow better for patients. As always, | thank you for your continued interest and support.

Bryan Clary, MD, MBA

Marshall J. Orloff Family Endowed Chair
Professor and Chair, Department of Surgery
UC San Diego Health Sciences
Surgeon-in-Chief, UC San Diego Health

SUPPORT THE WORK OF UC SAN DIEGO'S DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY

With your help, the Department of Surgery at UC San Diego School of Medicine is changing lives.
Financial support from our community is critical to providing leading-edge surgical care to thousands of
people every year. Your partnership enables UC San Diego's Department of Surgery to continue to serve
our region's patients with the most expert care available.

Q&A: DR. JASON SICKLICK

Dr. Jason Sicklick recently received notice of award for his NCl-supported UO1
cooperative project titled, “National Succinate Dehydrogenase-deficient GIST
Translational Research and Clinical Trial Consortium." The study is advancing
translational gastrointestinal stromal tumor research in collaboration with the
physicians and scientists at the NIH and 10 other academic institutions, as well as a
patient advocacy group (Life Raft Group) and an industry partner (Inhibrx, Inc.). For
this month’s Q&A, we talked to Dr. Sicklick about his research on gastrointestinal
stromal tumors and the importance of this new study.

Q: What sets gastrointestinal stromal tumors apart from other cancers?

A: A gastrointestinal stromal tumor is a rare cancer that occurs throughout the gastrointestinal tract. These
tumors can be quite variable in terms of clinical characteristics. For example, gastrointestinal stromal
tumors can be sporadic or inherited, can vary greatly in growth and invasiveness capacity from indolent to
aggressive, and can occur across the age spectrum from childhood to late adulthood.

Q: What distinguishes the gastrointestinal stromal tumor research being done at UC San Diego?
A: Our gastrointestinal stromal tumor program is unique from other research programs in that we focus on
studying the rarer subsets of this disease, like SDH-deficient gastrointestinal stromal tumor, where we
have only a limited understanding of the underlying biology or how best to treat these tumors. In 2016, we
were the first group to study so-called quadruple negative gastrointestinal stromal tumor (i.e., no known
“driver” mutations). This emphasis was important because we identified ETV6-NTRK3 and FGFR gene
fusions in gastrointestinal stromal tumors that are now targetable with newer drugs. This seminal finding is


https://surgery.ucsd.edu/giving/index.html

now incorporated into the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines for managing
gastrointestinal stromal tumors.

Q: What is the value of having a National Succinate Dehydrogenase-deficient Gastrointestinal
Stromal Tumor Translational Research and Clinical Trial Consortium?

A: This consortium creates a large, formal alliance of SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumor clinicians
and researchers that consists of both intramural investigators with the NIH and extramural investigators
from medical centers throughout the US, an alliance that has worked out well in many clinical applications
in the past. These SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumor investigators and clinicians have demonstrated
expertise in adult and pediatric medical oncology, surgical oncology, basic and translational science.
Together with patient advocates and an industry partner, our goals are to: (1) evaluate the safety and
efficacy of TMZ with INBRX-109 (a potent DR5 agonist) among patients with progressive SDH-def
gastrointestinal stromal tumor in a Phase I/l clinical trial; (2) create a centralized biobank of well-annotated
SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumor samples for later study; (3) develop a network of research
laboratories to develop improved preclinical models to investigate diverse SDH-deficient gastrointestinal
stromal tumor biology; and (4) develop new clinical tools to predict SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumor
prognosis. This will represent a major step forward in understanding the underlying biology of SDH-def
gastrointestinal stromal tumor, in developing new ways to predict the eventual course of these tumors, and
in creating novel ways to treat them, and it will unite the field in each of these endeavors, as well.

Q: Why are SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumors so hard to treat?

A: It has been challenging to treat SDH-deficient gastrointestinal stromal tumors in the past because we
lacked human models to study this cancer and identify therapeutic targets. Moreover, we still do not fully
understand why some patients with a SDH-deficient gastrointestinal stromal tumor have very indolent
biology while about 1-in-4 patients will die from their cancer within 10 years after diagnosis.

Q: How do you hope this trial will add to existing therapies for SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal
tumor?

A: Our hope is that the clinical trial of temozolomide with INBRX-109 that we propose will be the first FDA-
approved therapy approved specifically for SDH-deficient gastrointestinal stromal tumor. While we are still
early in the trial, our previous trial of single agent temozolomide showed that even this drug therapy can be
used to effectively treat a subset of SDH-deficient gastrointestinal stromal tumor patients. This is a first for
the field, but we need to do much better than this. We have found clear evidence that temozolomide and
INBRX-109 have two independent mechanisms of efficacy, and that exploiting both of these will target a
key weakness of SDH-def gastrointestinal stromal tumor. We thus hope that a combination of two drugs
with entirely different but related mechanisms of action will be more effective than either drug alone.

FEATURE STORY

UC San Diego Department of Surgery Presents the 12th Annual Research
Symposium

The Department of Surgery presented its annual
Research Symposium on Tuesday, May 21, 2024. The
event began with opening remarks by Dr. Bryan Clary,
Chair of the Department, who emphasized the
importance of surgical science in patient care now and
in the future. He was followed by Dr. Jason Sicklick,
executive vice chair of research, who commented on



the enthusiastic participation of all Divisions and many
trainees in the Department.

Over 140 people attended the Symposium this year,
with 101 abstract submissions—a 40.2% increase from
2023. Members of the Department of Surgery are more
engaged than ever and eager to support the
implementation of the Department’s Research Vision
Statement: “to transform surgical care through
collaborative, impactful research and innovation.”

From left: Dr. Mahmoud Malas, Dr. Scott LeMaire, Dr.

Bryan Clary, Dr. Yuan Chen, and Dr. Jason Sicklick.

Research at the Symposium spanned from basic
science and translational science to clinical research to
health services and education research. These topics
were highlighted in 24 oral presentations and 77 poster
presentations. These presentations were judged by
faculty in the Department of Surgery, with prizes
awarded for the best presentations in several
categories. Below is a list of all awardees:

147
From left: Dr. Priya Lewis and Dr. Hunter Faris

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Oral Presentation for
Clinical/HSR/Education

Graham J. Spurzem, Hannah M. Hollandsworth, Ryan C. Broderick, Santiago Horgan, “Pumping the
Brakes on Robotic Sleeve Gastrectomy: MBSAQIP Database Analysis of Nearly 600,000 Cases Shows
Higher Complication Rates Compared to Laparoscopic,” from the Division of Minimally Invasive Surgery

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Oral Presentation for Basic/Translational/Engineering Research
Mark Antkowiak, Ashwyn Sharma, Alex Wenzel, Jill P. Mesirov, Jason K. Sicklick, “A Novel Molecular Risk
Score for Estimating the Risk of GIST Recurrence” from the Division of Surgical Oncology

Medical Student: Best Oral Presentation for Basic/Translational/Engineering Research
Athena Wu, Shanglei Liu, Karcher Morris, “Improving Surgeon Ergonomics Using Novel Mobile Application
and Commercial Earphones,” from the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery

Medical Student: Best Oral Presentation for Clinical/HSR/Education Research

Sabrina Straus, Batol Barodi, Daniel Willie-Permor, Nishita Vootukuru, Mahmoud Malas, “Re-evaluating
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) High Risk Criteria for Carotid Artery
Revascularization,” from the Division of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Poster Presentation
for Basic/Translational/Engineering Research
Sadatsugu Sakane, Takahiro Nishio, Animesh Singh,
Yusuke Kimura, Kiroaki Fuji, Raquel Carvalho Gontijo
Weber, Hyun Young Kim, Moigan Hosseini, Kei
Ishizuka, Wonseok Lee, Souradipta Ganguly, Vivan
Zhang, Barun Das, Xiao Liu, Debanjan Dhar, Karin
Diggle, Kristin Mekeel, David Brenner, Tatiana
Kisseleva, “Activation of Mesothelin/Mucin16 signaling
in portal fibroblasts (aPFs) facilitates cholestasis-



induced tumorigenesis in aged Mdr2 knockout
mice,” from the Division of Transplantation and
Hepatobiliary Surgery

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Poster Presentation
for Clinical/HSR/Education Research

Sean Perez, Nishant Garg, DelLee Glasser, Nicholas
Hilbert, Amirali Salmasi, Kristin Mekeel, Jula
Veerapong, “Targeted Implementation of ERAS
Protocols and Intra-Operative QI Initiatives Results in
Improved Outcomes in Patients Undergoing
Nephrectomy,” from the Division of Surgical Oncology

Aylin Din Parast Saleh

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Poster Presentation

for Basic/Translational/Engineering Research

Sohee Lee, Jessica R. Della Ripa, Kristin E. Cox, Jared S. Matson, Thinzar M. Lwin, Michael Bouvet,
“Quantitative intraoperative ICG perfusion assessment of parathyroid adenomas using a handheld near-
infrared fluorescence system,” from the Division of Surgical Oncology

Postdoctoral Researcher: Best Poster Presentation for Clinical/HSR/Education Research
Tiffany S. Zheng, Romeo Ignacio, David Lazar, “Depression in Hospitalized Pediatric Surgery Patients: A
Preliminary Study,” from the Division of Pediatric Surgery

The Symposium also featured a Keynote Address by Dr. Scott LeMaire from the Geisinger Commonwealth
School of Medicine. His outstanding lecture on thoracic aortic disease—Advancing the Field: The Impact
of Academic Surgery—discussed the evolution of treatment approaches to this complex disease, which
have become more personalized over time. Early in Dr. LeMaire’s career, thoracic aortic disease was
categorized along a dichotomy between “Marfanoid” disease (consistent with Marfan’s Syndome) and
other causes. Today, timing of surgical replacement is fine-tuned based on the precise cause of the
disease, which radically affects the expected durability of the aorta. Dr. LeMaire also discussed the
importance of academic research in training programs for surgeon-scientists.

The annual Research Symposium exemplifies the Department of Surgery’s unwavering dedication to
academic research. The Department currently ranks among the top 20 Departments of Surgery nationwide
for NIH funding and remains proudly committed to training the next generation of surgeon-scientists.

CLINICAL NEWS

Dr. Diane M. Simeone Reflects on New Position as Moore’s Cancer
Center Director

", As of April 1, 2024, Dr. Diane M. Simeone started her new tenure as director for the
UC San Diego Health Moores Cancer Center. In a conversation with Cancer Network,
Dr. Simeone expressed why she was thrilled to be the new director.

Some of her goals for her time as director include early detection of pancreatic
cancer, submitting a Cancer Center Support Grant to the National Institutes of Health,
and expanding clinical trials. She aims to continue many of the center’s ongoing projects, including the UC
Pancreatic Cancer Consortium and the Pancreatic Cancer Early Detection (PRECEDE) Consortium. Read
more



https://www.cancernetwork.com/view/diane-m-simeone-md-thrilled-to-be-ucsd-moores-cancer-center-director

RESEARCH NEWS

Drs. Gabriel Schnickel and Aleah
Brubaker Awarded Inaugural
Chancellor’s Interdisciplinary Team
Catalyst Award

The grant is titled “Catalyzing Collaborative and
Transformative Change in Organ Donation: The
UCSD Center for Organ Donation Research,
Education, and Innovation” and awards $37k in
direct costs in the first year with possible renewal.
Drs. Schnickel and Brubaker will collaborate with
Dr. Mita Shah and Dr. Sheri Hartman, Associate
Professor of Family Medicine and Public Health
and in Cancer Control at Moore’s Cancer Center,
on this interdisciplinary research.

Dr. Mark Onaitis
Awarded Targeted
Grant from Curebound

The $250k grant will help
fund his research titled,
“Targeting PI3Kg to Reverse
Immune Suppression in
Lung Cancer”.

N ;

FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS

Dr. Andrew Lowy
Awarded Cure Prize
for Pancreatic Cancer
Research

The $1M award will help
fund Dr. Lowy’s research
project titled, “Perioperative
Fostamatinib +

w

Chemotherapy for Resectable Pancreatic
Cancer.” Cure Prizes are awarded by Curebound,
a San Diego-based philanthropic organization, to
projects that aim to improve the standard of care
for a typically deadly cancer with patient
application in three to five years.

Drs. Andrew Lowy, Cosimo Commisso,
and Herve Tiriac Awarded Discovery
Grant from Curebound

The $50k grant will support their project titled,
“WNK4: A New Drug Target in Pancreatic
Cancer.”




Dr. Sonia Ramamoorthy Elected as President of the American
Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons

ASCRS is the premier colorectal society representing nearly 5000 colorectal
surgeons throughout the United States. Dr. Ramamoorthy is the fourth female
president and the first Asian female president of the 125-year-old surgical society.
\ She previously served as vice president, treasurer, and member-at-large and helped
’ \Q W establish the Leadership and Professional Development Program (Surgical

"% Leadership Institute), and the New Tech Symposium, among many other
contributions to the society.

Dr. Elsie Ross Selected as Associate Editor of Circulation:
Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes

The publication is part of the American Heart Association’s Circulation family of
journals.

Dr. Elsie Ross Receives NIH Grant Review Committee
Appointment

She will serve a 4-year term as a Standing Member of the NIH Bioengineering, Technology, and Surgical
Sciences Study Section (BTSS).

Dr. Michael Turner Receives Americas Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
Association Travel Award

The Americas Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association (AHPBA) has awarded Dr.
Michael Turner a Travel Award for Underrepresented Minorities! This $625 award will
helped offset travel costs to the AHPBA Meetings in Miami Beach, Florida in April,
and included special recognition at the AHPBA Opening Session on Friday, April 5.

TRAINING NEWS

Match Day 2024 Results

The National Resident Matching Program announced the 2024 Main Residency Match. The Department of
Surgery is thrilled to welcome our 2024 class—in General Surgery, Plastic Surgery, and Vascular Surgery
—and begin another year educating the best and brightest in academic surgery.

General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery



Dr. Jessica Della Rippa Dr. Yiyuan Hu Dr. Federico Palacardo Dr. Brittny Flynn

UC San Diego School of  Geisel School of Medicine at Weill Cornell Medicine Oregon Health &
Medicine Dartmouth Science School of Medicine
General Surgery General Surgery General Surgery Plastic Surgery
Dr. Yash Huilgol Dr. Lauren Poston Dr. Allie Yan Dr. Olatunde Bashorun
UC San Francisco School of Case Western Reserve University of Chicago Wright State University
Medicine University School of Pritzker School of Medicine Boonshoft School of
Medicine Medicine

Plastic Surgery Vascular Surgery

Dr. Nayun (Mary) Lee Dr. Olivia Fuson
University of Colorado Oregon Health & Science
School of Medicine University School of

Medicine




Congratulations to All Who Presented at the
2024 Academic Surgical Congress Meetings

UC San Diego Department of Surgery gave 22 different
presentations at this year’s Academic Surgical
Congress, held February 6-8 in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Ana Maria Dumitru: Prenatal therapeutic base
editing for hereditary tyrosinemia type 1

Dr. Louis Perkins: The scalding truth: An analysis of
pediatric patients at risk for admission after scald burn &
§ unmasking the impact: Exploring the role of masks in
trauma-informed care communication

Michael Oca: Diversity in surgical specialties: Trends in
representation from 2016 - 2022

Catherine Williamson: Outcomes of necrotizing enterocolitis in patients with congenital heart disease

Dr. Kristin Cox: A new mouse of linitis plastica gastric cancer visualized with fluorescent anti-CEA
antibody

Dr. Jorge De La Torre Medina: SUMOylation and TIGIT inhibition: A novel immunotherapy combination
for pancreatic cancer

Madeline Goldfarb: Predictors of neurodevelopmental impairment in surgically managed necrotizing
enterocolitis

Dr. Michael Turner: Patterns in perioperative chemotherapy utilization for resectable gastric cancer

Jessica Kang: CT imaging and operative management of severe craniofacial pediatric dog bites: A
descriptive study

Dr. Kim Nguyen-Ta: Early adoption and survival of patients with metastatic gastric cancer treated with

Dr. Sophie Chung: Discordance of clinical and pathological gastric cancer staging at a safety-net hospital
& Practice patterns of non-oncological resection for high-risk appendiceal adenocarcinoma

Dr. Kendra Black: In-hospital drug use affects a broad patient population and health care system
Dr. Kazuki Sugahara: The iRGD tumor-penetrating peptide modifies the tumor microenvironment
Julissa Arzave: Traumatic brain injury leads to increased intestinal CCL5

Dr. Keita Nakatsutsumi: Alveolar extracellular vesicle diversity after blunt chest trauma

Dr. Lisa Kurth: High mortality in clostridium sordellii soft tissue infections

Joseph Lee: Use of postmortem computed tomography scans in pediatric patients with uncertain cause of
death

Dr. William Johnston: Evaluating the safety of Enoxaparin in critically ill patients with renal insufficiency
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PLASTIC SURCERY

Medical Student McKay Reese Obtains First Place Award at the Undergraduate
Campus Master’s Research Symposium

Reese’s presentation at UC San Diego’s Fifth Annual Clinical Research Symposium was titled "Academic
Influence and Industry Funding in Nerve Allograft Research". Reese is mentored by Associate Professor,
Dr. Christopher Reid in the Division of Plastic Surgery. Watch here

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

F. Barry Knotts, MD, PhD, FACS

“I have a distinct advantage in relating how much my training at UCSD, Department
of Surgery, has meant to me. | have the benefit of hindsight now that | am retired from
a wonderful career in medicine and surgery. Although challenging, the training
prepared me very well for life as a practicing surgeon. This short reflection has given
me an opportunity to recall many of the memorable moments of my training at UCSD.
| had the good fortune of learning from world class experts in so many surgical
disciplines.

Marshall Orloff was my boss at UCSD. | have endeavored to emulate his mastery of surgery. As | reflect
on my training many of the names of those who mentored me leap to mind: J. Pilch. R. Virgilio, G.
Greenburg, R. Bell, R. Barone, P. Goldfarb, R. Smith, R. Ignelsi, J. Alksne, F. Lynch, T. Canty, and my
fellow residents S. Shackford (Navy), J. Hurst (Navy) and D. Hoyt, to mention a few.

A feature of the program at UCSD was an opportunity to ‘sample’ the style and type of practice in a wide
variety of clinical environments. City of Hope, Scripps Memorial Hospital, San Diego Mercy Hospital,
Kaiser Hospital, Balboa Naval Hospital, Bakersfield Memorial Hospital, and, of course, the La Jolla VA
Hospital and the UCSD Hospital. The experiences gained from these glimpses of what might be my future
helped direct me in choosing a career path.

One of my most rewarding experiences in training was to accompany my professor of Pediatric Surgery,
Dr. Timothy Canty, to Mexico to provide pediatric surgical care to Mexican citizens who would otherwise
find care inaccessible. | also had the great honor of operating with Thomas Starzl, famed transplant
surgeon, and participating in the first liver transplant at UCSD.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HejpsjcADR0

Prior to his retirement from general and trauma practice in 2017, Dr. F. Barry Knotts was an associate
clinical professor of surgery at Ohio University and section chief for Trauma and Acute Care Surgery and
medical director of surgical intensive care at Mercy St. Vincent Medical Centrer in Toledo, Ohio. Currently,
he is president and chairman of the board for Trauma Specialists of Toledo and Trauma and Acute Care
Surgery Specialists. He completed his internship and general residency at UC San Diego between 1975
and 1981. From 1990-1991, he was an assistant clinical professor of surgery at UC San Diego.

SEEN ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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fxr, Jay Doucet @jaydoucet-12h -722» Waddah Al-Refaie @ @wbalref...- 4/10/24

One of the highest honors is when trainees are

’ ‘! Fantastic visit this week by @SteinSister - our
’ o]

Z

2024 @UCSDsurgery Visiting Trauma
Professor - focused on patient centeredness,
patient reported outcomes & trauma informed
care: lessons from @shocktrauma we are
incorporating at @UCSDTrauma
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UCSD Surgery Residents and 9 others

Dr. Kristin Mekeel & @DrKkMek...- 4/10/24
Congratulations to Dr. Brubaker and the
consortium for this seminal work which will
increase livers available for transplant in the
US and save more lives.
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US Liver Transplant Outcomes After Normothermic
Regional Perfusion vs Standard Super Rapid Recovery
jamanetwork.com

invited to speak at their alma mater. Many
thanks Dr. @clary_bryan @UCSDsurgery
@UCSDSurgeryRes on a phenomenal Alumni
Visiting Professor. Great to be back with Drs.
@SoniaRamMD @JasonSicklick Lowy, Blair,
Bouvet, and Malas! Please... Show more

§'7) N

UC San Diego Health @UCSDH...- 4/2/24
The #UCSDHealth Center for Transplantation
had its biggest life-saving year thus far with
481 organ #transplants in 2023. This
remarkable achievement includes 178 kidney
transplants, 148 liver transplants, 95 heart
transplants and 60 lung transplants.
health.ucsd.edu/care/transplan...

60 Lung Transplants 95 Heart Transplants

006G

178 Kidney Transplants 148 Liver Transplants


https://x.com/jaydoucet/status/1795852466438672805
https://x.com/wbalrefaie/status/1778131093985673712
https://x.com/DrKMekeel/status/1778084778992079047

The Plastic Surgery Interest Group (SIG)
recently hosted a microsurgery workshop at
@CFS_UCSD, guided by Dr. Christopher Reid
alongside student leaders Alaa Erras and
Alena Pauley, both MS1s. &

@ UC San Diego School of Medicine @...- 1d

K
UC San Diego Health Sciences

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Best of the #APSA2024 - Friends, Food and
watching your trainees (Future ped surgeons)
at the podium - Amazing 7 presentations from
UCSD/Navy team! Bravo Zulu! Great program
Dr Marion Henry @APSASurgeons @NMC_SD
@UCSDsurgery @radychildrens @mcwhmd

e Romeo Ignacio @RomeolIgnaci...-5/18/24

Macitentan for the treatment of inoperable chronic
thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (MERIT-
1): results from the multicentre, phase 2,
randomised, double-blind,_placebo-controlled
study. Ghofrani HA, Simonneau G, D'Armini AM,
Fedullo P, Howard LS, Jais X, Jenkins DP, Jing
ZC, Madani MM, Martin N, Mayer E, Papadakis
K, Richard D, Kim NH; MERIT study
investigators. Lancet Respir Med. 2024
Apr;12(4):e21-e30. doi: 10.1016/52213-
2600(24)00027-4. PMID: 38548406.

Cell-type-resolved mosaicism reveals clonal
dynamics of the human forebrain. Chung C, Yang
X, Hevner RF, Kennedy K, Vong KI, Liu Y, Patel
A, Nedunuri R, Barton ST, Noel G, Barrows C,
Stanley V, Mittal S, Breuss MW, Schlachetzki
JCM, Kingsmore SF, Gleeson JG. Nature. 2024
Apr 10. doi: 10.1038/s41586-024-07292-5. Online
ahead of print. PMID: 38600385.

KIT ATP-binding_pocket/activation loop mutations
in Gl stromal tumor: Emerging_mechanisms of
kinase inhibitor escape. Mihlenberg T,
Falkenhorst J, Schulz T, Fletcher BS, Teuber A,
Krzeciesa D, Klooster |, Lundberg M, Wilson L,
Lategahn J, von Mehren M, Grunewald S, Tins
Al, Wardelmann E, Sicklick JK, Brahmi M,
Serrano C, Schildhaus HU, Sievers S,

If it's a target, it's a pan-cancer target: Tissue is
not the issue. Adashek JJ, Kato S, Sicklick JK,
Lippman SM, Kurzrock R. Cancer Treat Rev.
2024 Mar 21;125:102721. doi:
10.1016/j.ctrv.2024.102721. Online ahead of
print. PMID: 38522181.

A comparison of student perspectives on body
donation across healthcare professional
programs: From prosection- to dissection-based
curricula. Claveria A, Bachour D, Balta JY,
Antonacci R, Ventura NM, Noel GPJC. Anat Sci
Educ. 2024 Feb 1. doi: 10.1002/ase.2383. Online
ahead of print. PMID: 38299426.

Investigating_the status of whole-body donation
across the United States of America. Bagian LK,
Wyatt TB, Mosley CF, Balta JY. Anat Sci Educ.
2024 Feb 2. doi: 10.1002/ase.2387. Online ahead
of print. PMID: 38308395.

A border health crisis at the United States-Mexico
border: an urgent call to action. Tenorio A, Hill LL,
Doucet JJ. Lancet Reg Health Am. 2024 Jan
17;31:100676. doi: 10.1016/j.lana.2024.100676.
eCollection 2024 Mar. PMID: 38304757.

Traumatic brain injuries after falls from height vs.
falls at the US-Mexico border wall. Tenorio A,
Brandel MG, McCann CP, Doucet JJ, Costantini



https://x.com/UCSDMedSchool/status/1795494596950237192
https://x.com/RomeoIgnacio18/status/1791907110126776384
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38548406/__;!!Mih3wA!EdATFxFC1AkoSVyJsc52XkYmwb9nSURtcAKpJAQCkcXZ33X1IMoaebXUUbJo7SBK0E6wAJ17MXA24yw4pWqEsvT387G0DSg3RVpz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38600385/__;!!Mih3wA!Et3oB3DZxA0Y4m5p4YtNc68jFuQtVV8jRBbwl06uSIztw-6kIckTvZaq-IhlFmHL3AI-5GqygSJh13yzjORPHhYA3wMQ6Ia0hqoh$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38408285/__;!!Mih3wA!CiKqR8YcsiuZq3boe73uOl_yzpez3ZsLFjUQ5iyqBrEBDnBf3MLw2Q6VHhCX-ZnsLOLpYRF0lwZlLH9u_q6hScQFbb-OXXXOl1J1$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38522181/__;!!Mih3wA!EdATFxFC1AkoSVyJsc52XkYmwb9nSURtcAKpJAQCkcXZ33X1IMoaebXUUbJo7SBK0E6wAJ17MXA24yw4pWqEsvT387G0DUCXqB1U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38299426/__;!!Mih3wA!CiKqR8YcsiuZq3boe73uOl_yzpez3ZsLFjUQ5iyqBrEBDnBf3MLw2Q6VHhCX-ZnsLOLpYRF0lwZlLH9u_q6hScQFbb-OXbB5GtHo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38308395/__;!!Mih3wA!CiKqR8YcsiuZq3boe73uOl_yzpez3ZsLFjUQ5iyqBrEBDnBf3MLw2Q6VHhCX-ZnsLOLpYRF0lwZlLH9u_q6hScQFbb-OXSQ1E4GZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38304757/__;!!Mih3wA!CiKqR8YcsiuZq3boe73uOl_yzpez3ZsLFjUQ5iyqBrEBDnBf3MLw2Q6VHhCX-ZnsLOLpYRF0lwZlLH9u_q6hScQFbb-OXcwxVbfW$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38598245/__;!!Mih3wA!Et3oB3DZxA0Y4m5p4YtNc68jFuQtVV8jRBbwl06uSIztw-6kIckTvZaq-IhlFmHL3AI-5GqygSJh13yzjORPHhYA3wMQ6B38TelY$

Treckmann J, Heinrich MC, Raut CP, Ou WB,
Marino-Enriquez A, George S, Rauh D, Fletcher
JA, Bauer S. J Clin Oncol. 2024 Feb
26:JC02301197. doi: 10.1200/JC0.23.01197.
Online ahead of print. PMID: 38408285.

Status and future directions for balloon pulmonary
angioplasty in chronic thromboembolic pulmonary
disease with and without pulmonary
hypertension: A scientific statement from the
American Heart Association. Aggarwal V, Giri J,
Visovatti SH, Mahmud E, Matsubara H, Madani
M, Rogers F, Gopalan D, Rosenfield K,
McLaughlin VV; American Heart Association
Council on Clinical Cardiology; Council on
Peripheral Vascular Disease; Council on
Cardiopulmonary, Critical Care, Perioperative and
Resuscitation; and Council on Cardiovascular
and Stroke Nursing. Circulation. 2024 Apr
9;149(15):€1090-e1107. doi:
10.1161/CIR.0000000000001197. Epub 2024 Mar
7. PMID: 38450477.

A randomized trial of two remote health care
delivery models on the uptake of genetic testing
and impact on patient-reported psychological
outcomes in families with pancreatic cancer: The
Genetic Education, Risk Assessment, and Testing
(GENERATE) Study Rodriguez NJ, Furniss CS,
Yurgelun MB, Ukaegbu C, Constantinou PE,
Fortes |, Caruso A, Schwartz AN, Stopfer JE,
Underhill-Blazey M, Kenner B, Nelson SH,
Okumura S, Zhou AY, Coffin TB, Uno H,
Horiguchi M, Ocean AJ, McAllister F, Lowy AM,
Klein AP, Madlensky L, Petersen GM, Garber JE,
Lippman SM, Goggins MG, Maitra A, Syngal S.
Gastroenterology. 2024 Feb 5:S0016-
5085(24)00129-X. doi:
10.1053/j.gastro.2024.01.042. Online ahead of
print. PMID: 38320723.

US liver transplant outcomes after normothermic
regional perfusion vs. standard super rapid
recovery. Brubaker AL, Sellers MT, Abt PL,
Croome KP, Merani S, Wall A, Abreu P,
Alebrahim M, Baskin R, Bohorquez H, Cannon
RM, Cederquist K, Edwards J, Huerter BG,
Hobeika MJ, Kautzman L, Langnas AN, Lee DD,
Manzi J, Nassar A, Neidlinger N, Nydam TL,
Schnickel GT, Siddiqui F, Suah A, Taj R, Taner
CB, Testa G, Vianna R, Vyas F, Montenovo MI.

TW, Khalessi AA, Ciacci JD. JAMA Surg. 2024
Apr 10:240008. doi:
10.1001/jamasurg.2024.0008. Online ahead of
print. PMID: 38598245

Colorectal cancer murine models: Initiation to
metastasis. Pothuraju R, Khan [, Jain M, Bouvet
M, Malafa M, Roy HK, Kumar S, Batra SK.
Cancer Lett. 2024 Apr 10;587:216704. doi:
10.1016/j.canlet.2024.216704. Epub 2024 Feb
14. PMID: 38360138.

Defining_tropism and activity of natural and
engineered extracellular vesicles. Choi W, Park
DJ, Eliceiri BP. Front Immunol. 2024 Apr
10;15:1363185. doi:
10.3389/fimmu.2024.1363185. eCollection 2024.
PMID: 38660297.

TRIE-IEN-I pathway in Helicobacter-induced
gastric cancer in an accelerated murine disease
model and patient biopsies. Bali P, Lozano-Pope
I, Hernandez J, Estrada MV, Corr M, Turner MA,
Bouvet M, Benner C, Obonyo M. iScience. 2024
Mar 8;27(4):109457. doi:
10.1016/j.is¢i.2024.109457. eCollection 2024 Apr
19. PMID: 38558931.

Alcohol-associated liver disease outcomes:
Critical mechanisms of liver injury progression.
Osna NA, Tikhanovich I, Ortega-Ribera M,
Mueller S, Zheng C, Mueller J, Li S, Sakane S,
Weber RCG, Kim HY, Lee W, Ganguly S, Kimura
Y, Liu X, Dhar D, Diggle K, Brenner DA, Kisseleva
T, Attal N, McKillop IH, Chokshi S, Mahato R,
Rasineni K, Szabo G, Kharbanda KK.
Biomolecules. 2024 Mar 27;14(4):404. doi:
10.3390/biom14040404. PMID: 38672422.



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38450477/__;!!Mih3wA!Frvwp3l63RbtAXOz__pPK-ZJxjXw3L5d4XlTbQXfdrKHB-lDskRxxN4y1u2MS7mR9pQFBeKpguC9h99Wg0-CPK2OCNgtlVcA8hGT$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38320723/__;!!Mih3wA!CiKqR8YcsiuZq3boe73uOl_yzpez3ZsLFjUQ5iyqBrEBDnBf3MLw2Q6VHhCX-ZnsLOLpYRF0lwZlLH9u_q6hScQFbb-OXQWWz2UL$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38568597/__;!!LLK065n_VXAQ!j7kgG9LdzYD61WAOw_M_aFEAmimtmDEbPTetUgib-QbOf8eeXN8JCYGJJBOEMFY-unLtBwvlxnKWgDroYrXTZmF_I7o$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38360138/__;!!Mih3wA!EOmn2LRbVNwbh97-fNSTG7Udqqqd12FLTHR-JdVJakHhU5Z6Mg-gXuYnFw8XcHwLA8Q_LBPjMP-4I8MYPYkvOPrTp-GGElpssRW3$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38660297/__;!!LLK065n_VXAQ!l6Ya39mrmmhB3JIi-F87dUdmQ1UrMqQzsZuWGuKhpTB1fAQ4_Sl6Orbt5WM-1QhhRyu_B-7015T1urG38BpGO7CeKPU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38558931/__;!!Mih3wA!EOmn2LRbVNwbh97-fNSTG7Udqqqd12FLTHR-JdVJakHhU5Z6Mg-gXuYnFw8XcHwLA8Q_LBPjMP-4I8MYPYkvOPrTp-GGEuAjPx05$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38672422/__;!!LLK065n_VXAQ!niPMi2tO57bceqqwp9mDV1psqyJmtBloWWWWV3fhYQukLN3tkilzyxlK8sBDd4F0aeT9cYLwCjnITDN2fjuUruzNirY$

JAMA Surg. 2024 Apr 3. doi:
10.1001/jamasurg.2024.0520. Online ahead of
print. PMID: 38568597.

See full list of publications

IN THE NEWS

This Father’s Day, one daughter gave her father a kidney with the help of Dr. Jennifer Berumen, associate
professor in the Division of Transplant and Hepatobiliary Surgery and director of living donor kidney

transplant. Read more
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